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1.0 FOREWORD
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The Seafront & Promenade at Withernsea are the town’s greatest
assets and have the potential to be the best on the east coast.
The Regeneration Partnership is proud to have a Plan to enhance
this asset over the coming years, that will guide our work to make
this a reality.
The 2011 Renaissance Plan for Withernsea identified the Seafront
as a Priority Improvement Zone and in August 2013 representatives
from the Partnership’s Seafront & Promenade Sub Group visited the
Lincolnshire seaside resort of Mablethorpe. Following this visit the
need to enlist architects to help develop a Plan for the Seafront at
Withernsea was agreed as a priority for the regeneration work in
the town.
Bauman Lyons Architects were appointed as the consultants to
take forward this work in April 2014 and we have worked closely
with them for four months to produce the Plan. We have consulted
with the local community and the wider Partnership over this
period and have incorporated the many exciting ideas and
concepts which came from these discussions. It is important to the
Regeneration Partnership that the local community supports future
improvements to the Seafront and I am excited that the town now
has a vision and a way forward to develop this area and make it
a wonderful place for people to visit and for us to enjoy as local
residents.
I would like to thank the many people who have made a
contribution to the plan and Bauman Lyons especially for their work
in pulling it all together.
Now we have our Seafront Improvement Plan we will endeavour
to gain funding to deliver the elements of the Plan over the coming
years.

Councillor Kevan Hough
Chair of W&SEHRP’s Seafront & Promenade Sub Group
September 2014

2.0 VISION

AN APPROACH TO THE VISION
Withernsea has two great assets: the seafront and the community. These
two assets form its distinctive identity and provide the foundations for the
regeneration of the promenade and of the town.
It is important to recognize that Withernsea was built and thrived during the
Victorian boom of new railway connections to the seaside, which boosted the
economies of many resorts along the British coasts.
The closure of the Withernsea-Hull railway line in 1964 and the explosion of lowcost foreign holidays signalled the beginning of gradual economic decline for
all seaside towns. It is not possible to turn the tide of decline by trying to capture
some of the shrinking holiday market by doing more of the same or providing the
same offer as everyone else.
A greater chance of success for Withernsea lies in creating a tailor made
approach, which builds on existing initiatives and its unique assets - the
Promenade being one - enhancing and building on what is there already.
A strategy is thus envisaged for the Promenade Improvement Plan, delivered in
small manageable steps as and when funding opportunities present themselves
and most importantly that aims to satisfies the needs of local people and loyal
visitors first - this done well will lead to new tourism.
Withernsea has a beautiful coast, off the beaten track. There will always be
a market for visitors who are seeking to explore authentic places. This is the
focus of the Improvement Plan we have developed in consultation with the
community: a celebration of the natural, quiet seascape with manmade
additions that enhance the offer for residents and visitors alike and provide
seasonal variety and a very unique offer achieved over time and within the
available means.

Irena Bauman
Director, Bauman Lyons Architects
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VISION STATEMENT
Withernsea’s key stakeholders and members of the local community have
come together to define a new Vision for the Seafront Promenade, to
become a thriving asset for the whole of the community.
The regeneration of the Seafront will create a Promenade that:
...is activated, animated and provides interest all year round, both day and night.
...is a multi-generational space, accessible, enjoyable and safe for both residents 		
and visitors.
...is enjoyed in all weather conditions:
quiet and contemplative on a rainy day, lively and energetic on a sunny day.
...re-connects the seafront and Withernsea’s main three gardens:
Valley Gardens, Memorial Gardens and the Italian Gardens.
...provides a focal point as well as a sense of arrival and celebration of the town.
...creates a sense of place and civic pride.
...helps strengthen the local economy and the town’s identity.
...promotes fishing and the local seafood economy
as a learning and cultural attraction.
...creates a new branding and strengthened identity
to become memorable and distinctive in people’s minds.
...people want to invest in.
And

...a promenade that places Withernsea firmly on the map!

3.0 KEY FINDINGS
Through the process of public engagement and design, many ideas and
interventions for the renewal of Withernsea Seafront Promenade have been
discussed and proposed, creating a creative and engaging atmosphere that
helped foster collaboration.
This in turn enabled those who participated - from client to stakeholders, to
residents and visitors - to share and discuss aspirations as well as practical solutions
together with concerns and any current dissatisfactions.
From very early on in the process, it became clear that some key concepts, ideas
and actions were shared by many, both local residents and visitors.
The process of consultation was able to make visible these elements. Through
various stakeholders’ workshops, the public consultation held on the promenade
in June 2014 and the visitors’ survey carried out by the young people of the
Withernsea Children and Family Action group, the following key findings came
to light:

“Build on what we’ve got”
- Withernsea promenade has many existing assets that can be enhanced easily
with small deliverable actions.
- The over one mile long promenade provides one of the best vantage points for
seaviews along the East Coast, but the views cannot be enjoyed fully due to the

The three A2 panels used
for the Public Consultation
day on the 14th June
2014 to test and discuss
emerging ideas with local
residents and visitors.
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height of the sea defence wall on the North promenade and minimal seating
areas further down on the South promenade.
- The promenade lends itself perfectly for many activities such as jogging and
family cycling, small interventions can activate the space and introduce focal
points along the way.
- Valley Gardens, Memorial Gardens and the Italian Gardens are cherished and
valued by many. These can be better connected with the promenade through
elements such as temporary day and night time local food and craft markets.
- The promenade can be enhanced by access to refreshments and local
food stalls, such as the celebrated seafood, throughout the day and evening,
especially in summertime. Ideas of mobile pop-up kiosks by local existing
businesses as well as new young people enterprises were well received and
supported by many.
- Working with and enhancing the existing soft lanscaping along the promenade
by re-naturalising its planting, to bring colour and interest with a reduced need
for intense maintenance.
- There is a strong potential for the promenade to be activated in the evening
too through implementation of pop-up events, such as temporary night time
markets, or cinemas but also to have receive a new illumination system that
could take the form of a public artwork commission.

4.0 WITHERNSEA PROMENADE 					
as it is today

Withernsea Seafront Promenade is one of the greatest asset of the town,
a belief shared by many, residents and visitors alike.
The mile long stretch considered in this project and easily accessible from
various roads leading to it, provides the perfect platform for many activities
and enjoyment by all.
Currently, however, due to lack of focal points, engaging infrastructure and
availability of a variety of refreshments throughout the day and evening,
the promenade is underused for the best part of the year.
The promenade offers the best vantage points towards the sea, but the height
of the sea defence walls - in particular along the North Promenade and the
Central Promenade - together with the position of the existing seating make
such views difficult to enjoy.
Through public consultations, lack of colour and interest along the promenade
were highlighted as key factors in contributing to the overall feeling and
perception of an underutilised promenade and lack of life.
There are many stories of the town and its seaside heritage that can be
embedded into the promenade providing a distinctive starting point for its
renewal and enhancement.
Another underutilised asset of Withernsea Promenade is its connection to the
three public gardens (Valley, Memorial and Italian Gardens), a new dynamic
with proposed activities is needed to create strong links and a greater sense
of civic life between these unique elements.
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Withernsea Promenade - full of potential but currently under-utilised

5.0 PROCESS OF CONSULTATION

Consulting and engaging with Withernsea local residents and visitors was a key
aspect of the original brief.
The approach to the process of designing and proposing ideas and interventions
for the improvement of the promenade was rooted in methods of co-design
and collaboration.
Starting from the Inception Meeting, discussions about the future of Withernsea
Promenade were held using creatively engaging workshops.
Methods such as World Café(1) and LVT (2) (Logo Visual Thinking) were
implemented for key stakeholders workshops sessions.
The use of the World Café method was devised as the format for the first
stakeholders’ participation event, to facilitate conversations and discussions,
around key questions regarding the seafront improvements, with a group of
local key stakeholders’ representatives. Visual case studies images were also
used as creative prompts.
The workshop format was also offered to those who attended to be repeated
within their own community groups, thus extending the dialogue and ideas on a
community scale.
The outcome from this workshop developed into early Emerging Ideas, which
were put out to consultation with members of the public through a public
engagement held on the Withernsea promenade on Saturday the 14th of June,
arranged by Bauman Lyons Architects and assisted by Withernsea and
South East Holderness Regeneration Partnership (W&SEHRP).
1. World Café - This
method facilitated
conversations and
discussions to connect
diverse perspectives, listen
for insights and share
discoveries about how
people see Withernsea
and its seafront now and
in the future.
2. LVT - A visual facilitation
method that uses simple
tools to help make
thoughts and ideas
visible thus helping to
clarify them. It is ideal for
bringing people together
and develop, over a
short space of time, the
production of successful
outcomes, owned by all
the participants.

On the same day, collaboration with Christina Keyworth and Lorraine Kent of
Withernsea Children and Family Action group successfully delivered a visitors’
questionnaire survey, which was undertaken by a group of young people as part
of their Participatory Appraisal Course.
Almost 200 people took part on the consultation day and the gathered
feedback provided excellent data to help analyse and develop the emerging
ideas into propositions for the promenade’s renewal and improvement.
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A follow up workshop with key stakeholders was then held on the 1st of July using
the LVT method to facilitate a lively and creative discussion about co-creating
a Vision Statement for the Withernsea Promenade. The two hour workshops
uncovered some great aspirations that have gone onto underpinning the
Withernsea Seafront Improvement Plan. (3)

4.

3. Full description of the
process and outcomes
of the undertaken public
engagement sessions
have been detailed in the
Interim Reports 01 and 02,
issued to the client group
in May and July 2014.
4. Images from various
consultations undertaken
with stakeholders,
residents and visitors.

6.0 A STRATEGIC APPROACH
to the Improvement Plan
Right from the start and initial public and stakeholders’ consultations it became
apparent that the Improvement Plan should be developed following three
simple yet effective aims: to be flexible, adaptable and seasonal.
A robust Improvement Plan will enable a series of interventions to activate
and bring to life the promenade at different times of the year (seasonal), day
and night. Proposed ideas at different scale will ensure the plan can change
and adapt as the needs and requirements of the community change but also
as funding streams and opportunities change with the forever shifting of the
national and global economy.
The flexibility and adaptability of the plan also means that it will be able to
absorb new ideas and proposals by other designers, local residents and local
authorities.
The Improvement Plan can thus become a roadmap, a blueprint to guide East
Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC) and Withernsea and South East Holderness
Regeneration Partnership (W&SEHRP) in delivering the vision over time,
maintaining the energy and momentum gathered during the development of
this plan and document.
What the Improvement Plan entails:

STRATEGIC IDEAS
- The Central Promenade is to be the focal point of the promenade becoming
a ‘strong arrival point’ with interactive attractions, directing visitors and residents
towards both the North and South sections;
- Transform the promenade into an ‘inter-generational’ enjoyable space, while
being sensitive to zoning activities according to age group thus to avoid conflict
of too busy or underused locations along the promenade;
- Make the promenade a civic space;
- Income generators/social enterprises and start-ups kiosks to be positioned
around civic attractions, so that their revenue can help directly their
maintenance and upkeep;
- Locate family friendly activities especially towards either end of the
promenade, closest to the caravan parks to help draw visitors onto the seafront;
- New activities to be proposed with residents living along the seafront;
- Ensure that new interventions capitalise on the sea – the most underutilised
asset, for example by encouraging watersports through the provision of good
quality WC and shower facilities.
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SEASONALITY, FLEXIBILITY AND ATTRACTIVENESS
- Proposals designed to be enjoyed throughout the year as well as day and night
such as pavement fountains;
- Provision of spaces for informal gathering and spontaneous performances, for
example in the form of ‘amphitheatre’ style seating;
- Provision of new, bright and inviting sheltered chalets, which can be hired for
the day or longer (for visitors) or used for different activities depending on the
season (e.g. hire of deck chairs - small local business);
- Support for flexible, moveable retail, e.g. pop up kiosks;
- Inclusion of inventive and accessible areas for play - for both children and
adults - such as soft impact surfaces, play apparatus/outdoor gym equipment;
- Capitalising on views by creating new vantage points, for example modern
interpretation of watch towers;
- Activation of the promenade as a civic, entertainment space during the
summer’s long list of Withernsea’s events and festivals.

APPROACH TO BOUNDARIES
- Provision of raised seating to allow views over the sea defence wall;
- Improved connection between the promenade and the three Gardens;
- Activation of Valley Gardens throughout the year by sharing promenade
activities, such as temporary day and night-time local markets.
- Provision of new, modern signposting to better connect Withernsea
promenade to other key town attractions and car parking, and vice versa;
- Enable opportunities of ideas and interventions that can tie in with Hull City
of Culture 2017.

7.0 PROPOSED INTERVENTIONS
for the promenade
The proposed interventions are located along the whole length of the
promenade to provide points of interest and activate the space throughout the
year, as well as day and night.
The projects are represented by numbers on the overall map, some of which
are repeated for identical elements such as signage, panoramic binoculars
and distance markers. All the project names are listed by their corresponding
numbers on a key, which will feature alongside the map whether in this report or
on a public exhibition board. The numbers are also colour coded to reflect the
implementation time estimated for each project, therefore sorting them into
four groups:
Immediate
1-2 years
2-5 years
5 years and beyond
In this Improvement Plan the proposed interventions have been grouped and
illustrated under the three main promenade sections: North, Central and South.
Each intervention is illustrated on a double page, colour coded depending on
its timescale delivery, with illustrations to help visualise them and case studies to
provide reference points of similar projects already in place in other parts of the
UK or the world. The projects have been numbered so that new project ideas
can be added in the future by ERYC, W&SEHRP and the community.
The right hand side page of each double spread includes description of each
project/proposal, detailing the nature of the intervention, where and why it has
been located along the promenade (i.e. single or multiple location), how the
project can be delivered with guidance on cost and suggestions for funding
streams and lastly with guidance on suggested timescale delivery, to help
ERYC and W&SEHRP.

Template of a
project page

7.1 THE MILE LONG PROMENADE
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Five main interventions have been proposed along the mile long promenade.
These are:
1. Enhancing the existing soft landscaping areas.
2. Improving signposting between the Promenade and other Withernsea 		
attractions, as well car parking areas.
3. New panoramic binoculars along the whole of the promenade to enjoy and
explore the sea views.
4. Installing distance markers every 100m.
5. Night time illumination.
The three sections of the promenade (North, Central and South) have distinctive
characteristics, however through in-depth public consultation it became evident
that visitors especially are not aware of its full length and many stop at the
lifeboat station believing that it is the end of the promenade.
Local residents have expressed the wish and aspiration to see the whole
promenade activated, as it is currently enjoyed as a place to walk from one end
to the other but with very little to interact with.
The five main interventions aim to bring a narrative and sense of unity to
Withernsea Promenade. Beginning with those proposals that can be delivered
in the very near future (1 to 2 years), such as enhancing the existing soft
landscaping areas with naturalised planting suited to the seaside climate or
installing distance markers, which can incorporate other uses too, such as
information about the promenade and Withernsea.
Interventions such as a new night-time illumination, which could take the form
of a public art installation, can bring the whole promenade to life beyond daytime, turning it into an attractive civic space to be enjoyed also throughout
the year.

NATURALISED
LANDSCAPING

1

Ammophilia
arenara

1. Existing soft landscaping
can be replanted in
appropriate places with
suitable seaside species

Allium
scheonoprasum

Lavendula
Rudbekia vulgida
v. sullivantii ‘Goldsturm’ angustifolia ‘Hidcote’

2. Examples of suitable
seaside plants; images by
Estell Warren Landscape
Architects
3. Reference map
4. Examples of naturalised,
climate responsive
landscape, both in the UK
and abroad

Iris siberica

Hydrangea
macrophylla

Ameria
maritima

1.

2.

1

1

1

1

3.

Calamagrostis
x acutifolia ‘Karl Foerster’

4.
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WHAT?

Along the promenade there are many instances of existing
soft landscaping areas. These are currently grassed areas,
providing little visual attraction and requiring intense
maintenance for their upkeeping.
These areas could easily be re-landscaped using attractive
planting suitable and native to a seaside climate. They
would inject colour along the promenade while requiring
less intense maintenance and upkeeping costs.

WHERE?

This intervention is proposed in appropriate areas of existing
landscaping along the promenade.
Potential areas for re-landscaping have been highlighted on:
- The grassed areas on the embankment along the road of
the North promenade
- The embankment of Memorial Gardens, facing the Central
Promenade
- The existing soft lanscaping strips along the South Promenade.

HOW?

This is a small scale budget project, based on no
requirement for drainage.
The proposal is for native, plant species adapted for coastal
conditions to replace the grass in appropriate existing
landscaped areas. It can be implemented as part of the
maintenance regime already in place and the cost can be
offset against the intense maintenance of grassed areas.
Moreover, naturalised seaside planting will then require
less maintenance than grass. Local residents could also be
involved in the upkeep e.g. cutting back, weeding, pruning.

WHEN?

The existing soft landscaping areas along the promenade
are already part of a maintenance regime. The proposed
intervention to re-landscape appropriate areas with native
planting can be delivered alongside this and can be
co-ordinated to begin immediately.
This proposal can provide an early win and improvement
with a positive impact easily through a small scale budget.
The delivery could happen in phases or along each
promenade section, but the intervention is relatively small
scale and light-touch, enabling a viable whole-promenadeapproach. Timescale proposed: Immediate.

SIGNPOSTS
2

1. Ideas of how the
signposts could be
designed, incorporating
themes of the sea for
example
2. Reference map of
proposed location for the
signposts
3. Examples of signposts/
wayfinding that provide a
strong identity as well as
directional information

2

1.

2

2
2
2

2

2

2

2.

2

3.
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WHAT?

Through in-depth public consultation, especially with visitors,
a requirement for contemporary and distinctive signposts on
the promenade and around the town was highlighted. New,
contemporary signposting could incorporate directional
information for both residents and visitors and be themed
to Withernsea relevant interests, such as sea life and fossil/
geological trails.
The design of these new signposting could be co-designed
with local school children and residents.

WHERE?

Referring to the overall promenade plan, new signposts are
proposed at key points along the promenade but also at
key junctions along Queens Street and minor streets/roads
leading to the promenade to help guide visitors towards
the seafront.
New signposting will also improve directional information
to available car parks within the town for visitors to use.
They could also be extended to those car park to help
visitors orientate themselves and find their way down to
the promenade.

HOW?

This is a small scale budget project, with costs depending on
overall size, materials and specification.
This cost guidance is for signposts that do not provide
paper maps for sale, as these can be provided in the tourist
Information point at the Lighthouse or at new/additional
locations along the promenade (e.g. a pop-up kiosk could
be selected for this).

WHEN?

Timescale proposed: Immediate to 1-2 years.

PANORAMIC
BINOCULARS
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1. Panoramic binoculars
along the whole of the
promenade to explore the
sea views
2. Reference map of
proposed location for
panoramic binoculars.
3. Examples of coin
operated panoramic
binoculars

1.
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20

20

20

20
20

20

20

2.

20

3.
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WHAT?

The provision of panoramic binoculars along the whole of
the promenade proved popular with both residents and
visitors during the public consultation events.
Coin-operated binoculars located at regular intervals will
provide great vantage points to enjoy and explore the sea
views. With the imminent installation of a new wind farm off
the coast, panoramic binoculars could play a key role in
strenghtening the identity of Withernsea.

WHERE?

It is recommended that a good number of panoramic
binoculars are installed on the promenade, this is to
maximise access to sea views and encourage residents and
visitors especially to make the most of them.
To provide a visual impact, it is proposed that 3 panoramic
binoculars are installed per promenade section (with a
higher number on the South Promenade because of its
longer length). The overall proposal is for approximately
ten units.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project. This reflects the
bespoke nature of this kind of equipment: the size, material
and overall robustness (frequent use, climate and weather,
wear & tear).

WHEN?

Timescale proposed: 1-2 years.

DISTANCE MARKERS
21

1. Ideas of how the
distance markers could
be incorporated with
other street furniture
2. Reference map of
proposed location for
distance markers
3. Examples of distance
markers in Parc Riu
Llobregat, a public park
in Barcelona, Spain

1.
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21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21

2.

21

3.
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WHAT?

This intervention proposes small scale distance markers
that can be made out of a variety of materials, to be
designed at the stage of project implementation, to suit the
environment requirements.
These would mark distances on both sides, whether
measuring from the South Promenade to the North or the
other way round. The markers could incorporate signage
and information about the promenade and Withernsea.
Their design could also be adapted to other uses and
street furniture, or provide additional seating.

WHERE?

Distance markers are proposed along the whole of the
Promenade, marking distances every 100m.
Distances marking the promenade length from both starting
points (North and South), or starting from the Central
Promenade and counting out in either direction, could
encourage activities and enjoyment by walkers, runners and
cyclists and for users of all ages.

HOW?

This is a small scale budget project, depending on sizes,
materials and specification.

WHEN?

Timescale proposed: 1-2 years.

NIGHT TIME
ILLUMINATION

42

1. Ideas on night-time
illumination in the form
of an interactive light art
installation
2. Reference map,
however the proposal is
for the installation to be
located regularly and
ofen along the whole of
the promenade
3. Examples of night-time
illumination in the form of
light art, both in the UK
and abroad.
1.

42

42

42

42

42

2.

42

3.
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WHAT?

The public consultations undertaken with residents and
visitors have demonstrated how the promenade lacks
interest and thus usage at night-time. Currently there is
no designed illumination for the promenade, only some
illumination is provided by adjacent street lighting.
This type of intervention is proven to activate promenades
in the evenings and night time, providing further enjoyment
and increased footfall especially in the summer, but overall
throughout the year.

WHERE?

The proposal is for a night-time illumination in the form of
a public artwork installation to bring added interest and
identity along the whole length of the promenade.
Designed at time of delivery and implementation, the
regularity and location of this proposal can be defined and
finalised with a specialist designer to create the desired
effect and level of lighting.

HOW?

Budget allowance for this type of intervention is closely
interlinked with a finalised design, which will be in place
once delivery and implementation is programmed.
A large scale budget is advised for this project, for units
located at regular spacings along the entire length of the
promenade.

WHEN?

Timescale proposed: 2-5 years.
The installation of night-time illumination is one of the largest
scale interventions proposed in this Improvement Plan, but
one that will also bring the most change and have the most
impact as it will enable a whole range of new uses and
activities for the promenade.
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7.2 THE NORTH PROMENADE
STRATEGIC APPROACH TO THE NORTH PROMENADE
The North Promenade has its own character and provides the first approach to
the seafront for visitors who come and park their cars on this stretch of the road.
Seating is currently provided but some of it faces the road, away from the sea.
The rest of the seating does not enjoy the seaviews due to the height of the sea
wall defence. The key intervention proposed on this section is to create areas of
raised seating to enable enjoyment of the sea views. New soft landscaping can
also be incorporated into the design of the raised seating.
Enhancing the paving through a form of ‘shared surface’ has been proven in
other UK public realm schemes to reduce the speed of traffic and promote the
creation of pedestrian-priority civic spaces.
As shown in the ‘Mile Long Promenade’ project approach, the North
Promenade will benefit from enhanced landscaping on the embanked
grassed area between the pavement and the road.
Interventions already illustrated in Section 7.1 are not repeated here.

Photomontage looking
down the North
Promenade.

RAISED SEATING
40

1. Illustration of how raised
seating could provide
views over Withernsea’s
seawall defence, and be
fully accessible.
2. Intervention reference
map
3. Examples from both
the UK and abroad, of
how public seating can
be raised/adapted for a
better view.
1.
40
40
40

2.

3.
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WHAT?

The North Promenade provides access to amazing
seaviews however these cannot be enjoyed as the existing
arrangement and height of the promenade seating is too
low compared to the height of the seawall.
Some of the seating also faces the road. A new proposal
for raised areas along the promenade, fully accessible
to provide a new relationship towards the seaviews and
overcome the visual barrier of the seawall defence.

WHERE?

This proposal for areas of raised seating along the
promenade is particular to the North Promenade section.
A final number of raised seating areas is to be decided
at implementation and delivery stage.

HOW?

Raising selected areas would require a medium scale
budget.

WHEN?

The delivery of the proposed raised seating area is of
medium scale and could be implemented in a medium
timescale of 2-5 years.

OUTDOOR
GYM/PLAY

41

1. Outdoor gym/
play area can take
many forms. Here an
option is shown for the
enjoyment of both
children and adults
2. Intervention
reference map.
3. Examples of outside
gym and play areas.

1.

41

2.

3.
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WHAT?

As a focal point to the end of the North Promenade, prior to
joining on to Central Promenade, a small intervention for an
outdoor gym/play area is proposed.
The proposal aims to bring an element of liveliness and
activity that can work across ages, addressing the
community wish to create inter-generational spaces.

WHERE?

The intervention is proposed to be located at the end of the
North Promenade, as a focal point both to this promenade
section but also for Seaside Road.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project and costs are
dependant on type of equipment and number selected
and installed.
Equipment can vary from individual gym and play
apparatus or simple gym structures for exercise as shown in
image 1 on the opposite page.

WHEN?

Depending on final design, it is suggested that this
intervention is delivered within a medium term timescale
of 2-5 years.

NEW SOFT
LANDSCAPING

43

1. New soft landscaping,
using seaside climate
suited planting, part of the
raised seating area
2. Intervention reference
map.
3. Examples of soft
landscaping both in the
UK and abroad.

1.
43
43
43

2.

3.
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WHAT?

On the North Promenade, new soft landscaping is proposed
in conjuction with the raised seating intervention.
Seaside climate friendly planting will soften the hard
landscaping of the North Promenade and bring
attractiveness to it, together with colour and interest to be
enjoyed by the promenade users.

WHERE?

Within the North Promenade section, it is proposed that
new soft landscaping is delivered alongside raised seating
areas. A similar approach is also proposed for the South
Promenade, but treated differently to reflect its unique
character.

HOW?

This is a small scale budget project per square metre,
allowing smaller individual areas to be landscaped that do
not require drainage as the planting selected will be suited
to the seaside climate.

WHEN?

New soft landscaping is delivered at the same time as the
raised seating areas, the timescale proposed is of 2-5 years.

VIEWING
VANTAGE POINTS

62

1. Viewing vantage points
as ‘lightweight’ structures,
enabling a new, elevated
point of view towards the
coast and the sea,
2. Intervention reference
map.
3. Examples of different
types of viewing point
located in the
UK and abroad.

62

2.

1.

3.
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WHAT?

At the top end of North Promenade, as shown on the map,
a landmark intervention is proposed in the form of a viewing
vantage point.
This is to create a focal point that can draw people towards
it, thus exploring the length of the promenade.
A lightweight structure, no more than 4m in height, enables
viewers to look down the coast and explore the seaviews
from an elevated perspective.

WHERE?

This intervention creates two focal points marking the very
ends of both the North and the South promenade. By
celebrating the views and being unique to the two ends of
the promenade, they can encourage people to explore
the whole length of the promenade, from end to end,
and experience a sequence of proposed interventions
inbetween.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project.
Their design could be sought through an architecture/
art design competition bringing renewed interest and
marketing to Withernsea. The structures could also be
sponsored by local businesses.

WHEN?

Timescale proposed is 5+ years.
This intervention can be part of the longer timescale strategy
for the renewal of the promenade.

UPGRADED
ROAD SURFACE

61

1. Photomontage of how
the North Promenade
could look if the road
surface was upgraded.
2. Reference map.
3. Examples of upgraded
road surfaces located in
the UK and abroad.

1.

61

2.

3.
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WHAT?

Upgrading the road surface to a high quality, robust paving
- appropriate for vehicular movement - can contribute
greatly to the enhancement of the North Promenade for
both residents and visitors.
The upgrading of the road surface will visually connect the
proposed soft landscaping on the
embankment together with the proposals along the
promenade, enabling the public space to be perceived as
a unified whole.
Changing the road surface treatment has proved successful
in other similar schemes across the UK, by slowing down
traffic and thus prioritising pedestrian movement and
presence, in turn strengthening the sense of civic space.

WHERE?

This intervention is recommended for the road surface along
North Promenade, as this is frequently used for both resident
and visitors’ car parking.

HOW?

This is a large scale budget project, as it covers long areas.
Costs can vary depending on paving stone quality.

WHEN?

Timescale proposed is 5+ years.

7.3 THE CENTRAL PROMENADE

40
41

STRATEGIC APPROACH TO THE CENTRAL PROMENADE
The Central Promenade is considered to be the focal point of the mile long promenade,
thanks to Pier Towers, which also create a strong landmark at the end of Pier Road.
From Central Promenade it is possible to access Withernsea’s three main green spaces:
Valley Gardens, Memorial Gardens and Italian Gardens. Existing boundaries need
to be addressed to improve sightlines, access and attractiveness. For example, the
existing concrete wall between Valley Gardens and the seafront could incorporate
robust decorated glass screens that improve visibility between the two while providing a
windbreak to the gardens and an attractive backdrop to the promenade. Additionally,
if some of the proposed interventions prove to be popular and there is demand for
more, they can also be located within the gardens to encourage increased use of these
green spaces.
Central Promenade offers a larger and wider section for many activities to take place
at different scales, including the recently completed Fishing Compound and a new
boat slipway which is about to be constructed. These two elements provide further
interest and activity, however their daily operations need to be considered when
developing the design of nearby proposals.
There are many key interventions proposed on this section to help make it a focal point
for the whole promenade and celebrate it as an arrival point. Some of these include
a prominent pavement fountain with seating in an amphitheatre-style arrangement to
encourage social activities and spontaneous entertainment, for example, live music and
street theatre. Other proposals include mobile pop-up kiosks providing refreshments
and freshly prepared local seafood as well as seaside chalets for short and long term
hire, with the whole space visually unified by paving and road surface enhancements.

Visual montage looking
down the Central
Promenade, towards
Pier Towers.

POP-UP CINEMA
22

1.
1. Illustration showing a possible
arrangement for the pop-up cinema
2. Reference map
3. Examples of pop-up cinemas
across the UK and abroad

22

2.

3.
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WHAT?

Temporary interventions such as a pop-up cinemas can
become a catalyst of evening activities that can help
activate the promenade at night time and increase use of
this public space.
A lightweight tubular steel structure can be easily stored
during winter and installed simply and quickly during the
summer months, to accommodate a stretched canvas as
a screen. Power can be provided by extension to nearby
infrastructure or by a small generator, located in Valley
Gardens. But more creative and environmentally-sound
alternatives such as pedal-power (power provided by
bikes) can prove popular and encourage further user
engagement (see examples opposite).

WHERE?

The pop-up cinema is proposed to be located opposite
Pier Towers, the steps thus forming a natural and available
seating accommodation - where cushions could be
brought by viewers or rented from a pop-up kiosk as well as
additional deck chair seating that can be located on the
promenade and road, temporarily turned into a pedestrian
area, for the duration of the film screening.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project, for an easily
portable, demountable lightweight steel structure.

WHEN?

Activating the use of the promenade at night, especially
during the summer months, will create positive changes to
how residents and visitors perceive and enjoy this public
space. Night time activities will also help strengthen the
local economy, by boosting need and requirement for light
refreshment provisions and extension of daytime activities
such as Withernsea’s programme of summer festivals.
To enable this a timescale is proposed to be between 1 to 2
years.

FOOTBATHS &
SHOWERS

28

1. Freestanding showers
and footbaths come in
a wide variety of designs
2. Reference map
3. Examples of
freestanding showers
and footbaths in-situ.

1.

28

28

2.

3.
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WHAT?

Small scale, free standing showers and footbaths will provide
improved and convenient facitlities for visitors and residents
using the beach.
It has been observed during public consultations that visitors
especially have no facilities to wash down after a day on
the beach. Improved facilities such as this, at small scale,
can encourage more visitors to make the most of the sea
and seafront, and thus spend more time on the promenade.

WHERE?

It is proposed that this intervention is installed near the main
access points - steps and ramps - on to the beach. Within
Central Promenade the best location highlighted is close to
Pier Towers.
The proposed location for this intervention can be reviewed
and amended if necessary at the time of delivery and
implementation.

HOW?

This project has a small scale budget.

WHEN?

This intervention is of small scale and budget, it is proposed
that the timescale of delivery is of 1-2 years.

TEMPORARY
MARKET

23

1. Illustration of how a
temporary market could
be set up along the
promenade
2. Reference map
3. Examples of temporary
markets, both during
daytime and night-time
across the UK and abroad

1.

23

8

2.

3.
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WHAT?

The intervention proposes a temporary local market that
can be held both during day time and night time. Using
readily available portable stalls a temporary week end
market could be established along this section of the
promenade activating the public space by bringing
renewed life and interest for both residents and visitors.
The temporary market could in rotation take the form of
a local food farm market, a local arts & crafts market, a
vintage clothes and furniture market and at special events
run in the night time as well.
This proposal would require the temporary closure to traffic
of Central Promenade Road while the market is on. It could
be the first step towards a shared surface to give back
priority to pedestrians over cars.

WHERE?

On the Central Promenade, between the promenade side
and Valley Gardens, it is proposed that this space is used for
temporary markets during both day time and
night time.
A key aspect of this proposal is that the market would
stretch between the promenade and Valley Gardens to
establish a renewed connection between the two and
to draw residents and visitors to make more use of Valley
Gardens.

HOW?

This is a small to medium scale budget project. This does not
include power or power provision. Market stalls that may
require power would need to do so individually. Alternatively
market stalls with an integrated small solar power unit could
be considered for hire and the upper end of the budget
would include for both this and more robust stall types which
can withstand some inclement weather.

WHEN?

Timescale proposed is of 2-5 years.

OUTDOOR
PLAY AREA

41

1. Further ideas for
outdoor play equipment
such as table-tennis tables
1.

2. Reference map
3. Examples of tabletennis equipment in public
outdoor areas across the
UK and abroad

41

2.

3.
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WHAT?

The Central Promenade offers a wider area of paving that
can lend itself to a variety of uses and interventions.
The proposal for outdoor play equipment such as tabletennis tables can contribute to activating the public space
for both residents and visitors but most importantly appeal
across generations.
This type of interventions has already been implemented
across UK towns and cities with great success. The “Ping
England” project is an successful example of this approach
and intervention in public spaces.

WHERE?

Close to the Pier Towers, on the section of the promenade
that widens towards Memorial Gardens, this location can
provide a suitable area for the installation of outdoor play
equipment such as table-tennis tables.
Aimed at both visitors and residents, the location has also
been selected to attract visitors who may be using the
Pier Towers access to the beach as well as the on-street
parking along the North Promenade road.

HOW?

This is a small scale budget project.
The proposal is for robust and seaside weather suitable
table-tennis equipment. A maintenance regime would be
required, but its intensity and regularity could be minimised
with a robust design.

WHEN?

This is a small scale proposal with a proposed timescale
for its implementation and delivery of 2-5 years. Following
public consultation feedback, it is listed as a lower-priority
intervention in terms of a catalyst for the renewal of the
promenade.

SEAFRONT CHALETS
45

1. Illustrations showing
how chalets could be
traditional in style or
modern
2. Reference map
3. Examples of seafront
chalets across the
UK, traditional and
contemporary

1.

45

2.

3.
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WHAT?

The intervention proposes the provision and installation of seafront
chalets on the Central Promenade, that could be not only hired
for the day, overnight or longer stays, but could also have multifunctional uses, for example accommodating small local business
enterprises (for example deck chair hire).
The design of the chalets could be sought through an art and
architecture open competition and exhibition, which would also
help raise the profile of the town. Both modern and traditional
approaches would be explored as well as a variety of materials
and colours.

WHERE?

Within the Central Promenade section, it is proposed that a
number of seafront chalets would be installed across Promenade
Road, near Memorial Gardens, creating the opportunity to link the
promenade and the gardens visually and reduce the impact of
Promenade Road as a division between the two.
Together with other interventions in this area, such as the
pavement fountain, this intervention would also contribute to
create an enjoyable area for all.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project. This is based on traditional
shapes and sizes, lightweight materials with the provision of a small
solar power unit if required.
This intervention could be delivered through an art and
architecture competition to bring new ideas to Withernsea,
strengthening its identity.

WHEN?

A medium term timescale of 2-5 years is proposed.

PAVEMENT
FOUNTAIN

26

1. Photomontage
impression of the
pavement fountain
proposed on Queens
Promenade.
2. Reference map
3. Examples of pavement
fountains designs and
installation across the UK

1.

1.
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2.

3.
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WHAT?

Throughout public consultations, the proposal of a
pavement fountain received great support from both
residents and visitors. Providing a focal point on the Central
Promenade, this intervention can activate the space both
at day time and night time for the enjoyment of many,
across generations.
At night time especially, incorporated LED lighting can
bring the fountain to life and create a dynamic lighting
installation.
When the promenade pavement needs to be used for other
events, such as festivals, the fountain can be switched off
and the paving used as normal.

WHERE?

This intervention has been strategically located within the
widened area of the Central Promenade, south of Pier
Towers, to allow visitors to stroll along the promenade but
also stop off to enjoy the fountain and the elevated sea
views, which are provided by the adjacent raised seating. A
smaller pavement fountain is also proposed for the widened
section of Queens Promenade.

HOW?

This is a large scale budget project due to the relative
sophistication of the installation system required.

WHEN?

The timescale proposed is 1-2 years. Taking into
consideration the benefit of how such an intervention could
activate the promenade and become a catalyst for its
improvement, it is recommended that this intervention is
implemented and activated in a shorter timescale.
Key interventions on the Central Promenade, such as
the pavement fountains and pop-up kiosks, have been
observed to be great catalysts for positive change in
other similar regeneration projects.

PICNIC AREA
44

1. Enhanced picnic areas
could reflect traditional
styles or introduce new,
bolder and modern tables
2. Reference map
3. Examples of various
types of picnic areas in
the UK and abroad

1.

44

2.

3.
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WHAT?

Within the Central Promenade a small area of picnic tables
already exists and has been observed to be well used
especially by visitors.
However their small number do not cater sufficiently for
number of people wanting to use them.
An improved and enlarged area is thus proposed, with
modern, robust and vibrant coloured tables to reflect
a lively promenade environment and instill ownership
by all, minimising the perceived as well as real concerns
of possible damage.

WHERE?

It is proposed and recommended that an improved picnic
area is delivered in the same location as the existing few
picnic tables on the Central Promenade between Pier
Towers and the new Fishing Compound.
Together with the proposal of pop-up kiosks selling freshly
cooked local seafood, an improved picnic area will also
help strengthen the local economy.

HOW?

This is a small scale budget project. Costs within this can
vary depending on the style, material and overall design
with modern options being at the higher end of the scale.

WHEN?

The timescale proposed is 2-5 years.

SEAFOOD STALLS
47

1. Seafront chalets could
be adapted for use as
seafood stalls
2. Reference map
3. Examples of seafood
stalls across the UK and
abroad

1.

47

2.

3.
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WHAT?

Withernsea seafood is one of the town’s greatest asset. Currently
there is no opportunity to buy it fresh or sample it cooked. Public
consultations have voiced visitors’ wishes to have the opportunity
to do so.
It is proposed that seafood stalls can be installed on the
promenade, beginning with the area of the Central Promenade
near to the Fishing Compound. The seafood stalls can be
accommodated in the seafront chalets as part of their alternative
uses. The design brief for this can be incorporated into the art/
architecture open competition that is recommended as the route
by which the chalets are designed and delivered.

WHERE?

Within this Improvement Plan, it is proposed that initial stalls are
located nearby the new Fishing Compound. This is to help establish
a new relationship and interaction between local fishing activities
and the offer of the seafood to residents and visitors. This has the
benefit of strengthening Withernsea’s identity and creating added
value to an already existing economy which is currently undersold
as a potential attraction.
Once this project has been tested in this location, the stalls could
then be installed in other places along the promenade, for
example the South Promenade.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project.
Allowance for a slighter higher budget should be taken into
consideration for a specialist internal fit out. However a possible
business model is to provide the building shell and local businesses
renting the structure can then provide the internal fit out, which
would match their own unique specification and requirements.
Interested businesses could be supported with finding suitable start
up grants and loans available for this type of enterprise.

WHEN?

In line with the recommendations given for the seafront chalets
intervention, the timescale proposed is of 2-5 years.

POP-UP KIOSKS
27

1. Pop-up kiosks can take
many forms and many
different design styles
2. Reference map
3. Examples of uses for
pop-up kiosks

1.

27

2.

3.

58
59

WHAT?

Pop-up kiosks are one of the key interventions proposed for the
improvement of the promenade, as a catalyst of renewal and
increased use by residents and visitors especially.
Mobile, small scale structures that can provide light refreshments
along the promenade throughout the day, and in the evening
when required, can play an important role in activating the
promenade and provide improved facilities for visitors who wish
to spend the day on the beach and enjoy the seafront and
promenade.
The proposed structures can be designed in a variety of styles,
made mobile by being installed on bike frames, thus also aiding
their storage when not needed.
A prototype could be built as a test for a local business to try out
on a short lease during key events.

WHERE?

As an initial approach, it is proposed that pop-up kiosks could be
located on the Central Promenade, this being the focal point
of the mile long promenade. However thanks to their mobility
they can be moved to other locations to respond to changing
conditions and access a greater number of users/customers.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project and depends on size and
specification.
The pop-up kiosks could be fully designed and built locally,
thus strengthening the local economy.

WHEN?

This intervention has a short proposed timescale of 1-2 years
as it has been identified as one of the key catalyst changes for
the Improvement Plan.

PUBLIC ARTWORK
3

1. Public artwork can
transform practical
elements, such as fencing,
into something unique
and special, as illustrated
in these examples.
2. Reference map

3

1.

2.
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WHAT?

On the Central Promenade a new public artwork and
information board will soon be installed. The new public
artwork is for a vertical structure together with an information
board related to fishing. This intervention will be carried out
by W&SEHRP.

WHERE?

The new public artwork will be installed in the gardens
adjacent to the new Fishing Compound, together with an
information board related to fishing.

HOW?

Funding has been secured by W&SEHRP through the Fisheries
Local Action Group (FLAG) for a vertical public artwork
structure and information board.
Further funding is being applied to the Arts Council for
additional artwork adjacent to the fencing of the Fishing
Compound.

WHEN?

The proposed elements of public artwork will be delivered
and implemented in the immediate future.

RAISED SEATING
40

1. Amphitheatre style seating
can encourage spontaneous
performances
2. Reference map
3. Examples of raised
seating areas

1.
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2.

3.

62
63

WHAT?

This intervention is proposed in conjunction with the
pavement fountain proposal.
A new raised seating area on the Central Promenade
in an amphitheatre-style arrangement can encourage
social interaction and spontaneous entertainment. Most
importantly such seating will enable both residents and
visitors to enjoy the pavement fountain and the views
towards the sea.

WHERE?

Within the Central Promenade section, it is proposed that
this new raised seating area is located just south of the
Pier Towers, where the promenade widens, embracing the
pavement fountain.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project. The extent of the
raised seating area in this location will be directly related to
the final design and size of the pavement fountain.

WHEN?

Timescale proposed: 2-5 years

UPGRADED
ROAD SURFACE

61

1. Photomontage of how
the Central Promenade
could look if the road
surface was upgraded.
2. Reference map.
3. Examples of upgraded
road surfaces located in
the UK and abroad.
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3.
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WHAT?

Upgrading the road surface to a high quality, robust paving
- appropriate for vehicular movement - can contribute
greatly to the enhancement of the Central Promenade for
both residents and visitors.
It is proposed that the Central Promenade’s role as an
arrival point for visitors is emphasised by concentrating key
project ideas and activities here. A high quality, paved road
surface will provide a unifying background element to the
various interventions located in this area.
Changing the road surface treatment has proved successful
in other similar schemes across the UK, by slowing down
traffic and thus prioritising pedestrian movement and
presence, in turn strengthening the sense of civic space.

WHERE?

This intervention is recommended for the road surface
between Valley Gardens and Memorial Gardens and the
sea wall defence. This area will provide a lively, animated
focal point for the mile long promenade and an upgraded
surface would enhance the experience of this public space.

HOW?

This is a large scale budget project, as it covers long areas.
Costs can vary depending on paving stone quality.

WHEN?

Timescale proposed is 5+ years.

66
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7.4 THE SOUTH PROMENADE
STRATEGIC APPROACH TO THE SOUTH PROMENADE
The South Promenade has a distinctively quieter and more contemplative
character, where the seaviews take centre stage and do not need to
compete with other strong landmarks, such as Pier Towers on the busier Central
Promenade.
The South Promenade is the longest section of the mile long promenade and
the enjoyment it provides is of a simple yet beautiful walk alongside the seafront.
Larger areas of greenery and soft landscaping border the promenade and
provide an excellent opportunity to enhance the walking experience with
improved naturalised planting, which injects interest, texture and colour.
The reflective and slower paced atmosphere of the South Promenade is to be
retained and celebrated. Key interventions proposed on this section aim to do
just that. Lively interventions are proposed where the promenade widens near
the Withernsea Boating Social Club. These include a secondary pavement
fountain, more raised seating, pop-up kiosks, picnic areas and outdoor exercise
and play areas. At the Lifeboat Station junction, new shower and toilets facilities
are proposed to encourage family friendly water-sports to make the most of
Withernsea’s greatest asset: the sea. The improvement strategy for the southernmost section of the South Promenade focuses on enhanced landscaping, a
new paving trail and creating more viewing vantage points with panoramic
binoculars and the viewing platform at the very end. From here, residents and
visitors can look beyond the promenade, on to the sea and along the dramatic
coastline.

Visual montage looking
down the South
Promenade, towards
the very end of the
promenade.

CHILDREN’S
PLAY AREA

41

1. Children play area
could mark the entrance
to the play park behind
boat compound
2. Reference map
3. Examples of outdoor
children play areas

1.

41

2.

3.
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WHAT?

This intervention proposes to provide a smaller children’s play area
on the promenade at the entrance of the children’s play park
behind the boat compound to help draw attention to it.
Withernsea has been celebrating a Pirate Festival in recent years
and with its history of fishing and shipwrecks, it is suggested that
this new play area could take the form and design of shipwrecks
rising out of the ground as Image 1 illustrates. The design can
be developed when the intervention will be implemented and
installed.

WHERE?

Currently, the existing children’s play ground lies slightly hidden
beyond the boat compound. As a result of this, the park is underutilised but has potential to provide an excellent facility for both
residents and visitors. The proposed intervention aims to make the
park entrance more visible from the South Promenade, especially
for visitors walking past it.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project based on a small
playground. A larger area and more complex design may
require a higher budget.
Their design could be developed in collaboration with the
local community, especially local school children.

WHEN?

The proposed timescale is 2-5 years.

PICNIC AREA
44

1. Enhanced picnic areas
could reflect traditional
styles or introduce bolder
modern table designs.
2. Reference map
3. Examples of various
types of picnic areas in
the UK and abroad

1.

44
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3.

70
71

WHAT?

It has been observed that the existing picnic tables on
Central Promenade prove to be very popular with visitors in
particular. However, there is a low overall number of picnic
tables along the mile long promenade, which is insufficient
to meet demand, especially during the holiday season.
Additional picnic areas are thus proposed, with modern,
robust and vibrantly coloured tables to reflect a lively
promenade environment and encourage ownership by all,
minimising the perceived as well as real concerns of possible
damage.

WHERE?

It is proposed and recommended that new picnic areas are
located in appropriate locations on Queens Promenade
and the South Promenade.
These will provide additional social seating areas which
support and complement the unique activities proposed for
these two distinctive sections of the mile-long promenade,
for example, providing a rest area for kite flyers and/or dog
walkers on the South Promenade.

HOW?

This is a small scale budget project.

WHEN?

The timescale proposed is 2-5 years.

NEW WCs &
SHOWERS FACILITY

1. New WC and Shower facilities
to encourage more watersports

1.

2. Reference map
3. Examples of seaside WC and
shower facilities across the UK
and abroad
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2.
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3.
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WHAT?

This intervention proposes a new WCs and showers facility,
to encourage family friendly watersports, which builds
on Withernsea’s greatest asset, the sea. Watersport is
a currently under-developed use of the sea and the
promenade, with the lack of complementary facilities
posing a barrier to its development.
Simple, modern and robust facilities can become a catalyst
for these new activities.

WHERE?

This intervention is proposed on the existing car park area
opposite the Lifeboat Station.
The Lifeboat Station slipway and steps down on to the
beach provide an accessible entrance to the sea.
Locating the proposed intervention here will maximise the
development of watersports and create a new focal point
along the South Promenade.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project allowing for a small
size facility of simple construction providing WC and shower
facilities for female and male use with three showers, three
WCs and one wash-hand-basin in each part.

WHEN?

The proposed timescale is 2-5 years

FAMILY FRIENDLY
WATERSPORTS

29

1. Supporting and
encouraging family
friendly watersports can
strengthen the local
economy
2. Reference map
3. Examples of family
friendly watersports

1.
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3.
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WHAT?

This intervention proposes the support and encouragement
of family friendly watersports to promote the use and
enjoyment of the sea, Withernsea’s greatest asset. This in
turn can help strengthen the local economy by drawing
more visitors to Withernsea and the promenade, thus
encouraging them to spend longer in the town and visit it
more frequently.

WHERE?

The section of the sea near the Lifeboat Station provides
an excellent opportunity to encourage family friendly
watersports. Together with the proposal of new WCs and
showers facility in the small car park opposite, this new
focal area will provide the right infrastructure to support the
growth of these activities and subsequent activation of the
promenade in this area.

HOW?

This proposal has no cost guidance per se.
The encouragement and development of these proposed
activities will come from the combined effects of several
projects. This includes the implementation and delivery of
the new WCs and showers facility, together with pop-up
kiosks that could hire out watersports equipment such as
boards and wet-suits; freestanding showers and footbaths
providing simpler, easier to access wash-down facilities and
better signposting between car parking and access to the
promenade.

WHEN?

The town and the Council can support the development
of watersports on Withernsea’s seafront relatively quickly
through marketing and delivery of smaller ‘stepping stones’
projects, such as freestanding showers and footbaths to
begin with, prior to building a new WCs and showers facility
on the South Promenade.
For this reason, the recommendation for this intervention
timescale is for 1-2 years.

PAVING TRAIL
60

1. Paving trails could
embed stories of
Withernsea, of the sealife
as well as geological fossils
2. Reference map
3. Examples of paving
trails and treatments
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WHAT?

The proposed intervention aims to tap into the vast expanse of
paving on the furthermost section of the South Promenade.
The quieter and more contemplative quality of this section of
the promenade lends itself to paving trails that can tell stories of
Withernsea’s natural and cultural history. These could be based
on the shipping and fishing heritage, on the sealife or on the
geological fossils that are already part of the town’s identity.
It is proposed that such trails are embedded in the promenade
paving to create added interest and attraction, providing
enjoyment across generations. Members of the local community,
including school children, could be involved in
co-designing the paving trail.
If the paving trail project proves to be popular and there is
demand for more, a similar decorative treatment could be
applied to parts of the sea wall defence facing the promenade.

WHERE?

This intervention is proposed on the furthermost section of the
South Promenade, to enhance its quieter and more contemplative
character in contrast to the other parts of the mile long
promenade.
The very end of the South Promenade provides spectacular views
along the coastline which exhibits evidence of coastal erosion.
This natural phenomenon is already attracting visitors of all ages
and the paving trail could build on this from an educational
perspective.

HOW?

A small scale budget is suggested, based on localised
replacement of existing paving with new paving or inserts that
would create the paving trail pattern.
Depending on the extent of this intervention, this proposal could
span the whole budget scale: small/medium/large.

WHEN?

Because of the possible extent of this intervention, over a large
area of paving, the proposal for a new paving trail has been
classed under a longer term delivery of 5 years and beyond,
although smaller areas of paving could be delivered in a shorter
timescale.

KITE/DECK CHAIR/
ROLLERSKATE HIRE

1. Kites, deck chairs and
rollerskate hire could be
provided in a mobile
format via a pop-up kiosk
2. Reference map
3. Examples of mobile
pop-up kiosk businesses
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3.
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WHAT?

The intervention proposed is for provision of hire points for activities
such as kite flying, deck chair hire and rollerskate hire. Pop-up
kiosks could provide such facilities, by being mobile and small
scale they would provide opportunities for small local businesses to
establish themselves. Moreover their small scale would provide a
suitable initial trial, should such businesses prove successful the hire
facilities could then be provided in the form of seaside chalets with
an alternative function.
Futhermore, pop-up kiosks used in this manner can play a key role
in activating the promenade and provide an greater variety of
amenities for residents and visitors.
These hire facilities could be provided at weekends where footfall
may be higher and during special events, such as a kite flying
festival.

WHERE?

The location of these hire facilities is proposed for the furthermost
end of the South Promenade. The proposed new soft landscaping,
together with this section’s quieter atmosphere, provide an ideal
place for gentle family friendly activities such as rollerskating and
kite flying. Low key activities like these will not disturb this calm
residential area.
Pop-up kiosks providing deck chair hire could be located in various
points along the promenade, close to the access points (ramps
and steps) on to the beach.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project, depending on the size and
specifications of the pop up kiosks.
It is proposed that the pop-up kiosks could be fully designed and
built locally, strengthening the local economy.

WHEN?

Similarly to the strategy for the pop-up kiosks, it is suggested that
provision of kite, deck chair and rollerskate hire is established in
the short term. Therefore the timescale proposed is for 1-2 years
implementation.

JOGGING/WALKING/
FAMILY CYCLING

25

1.
1. The furthermost end of the
South Promenade provides the
perfect setting for family activities.
2. Reference map
3. Examples
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3.
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WHAT?

The intervention proposed is for activities that are low-key, lowimpact and mostly importantly family friendly.
The character and settings of the furthermost end of the South
Promenade provides suitable settings for family friendly activities
such as cycling and learning to cycle, as well as walking and
jogging. The latter two activities should spread along the whole
length of the promenade if encouraged in key areas like the South
Promenade.
It is proposed that respectful and quieter activities are
implemented for the activation of the promenade in order to be
sensitive towards the existing residents and their homes that face
the promenade.

WHERE?

This intervention is proposed to mark the very ends of both the
North and the South promenade. If successful they could be
repeated along the length of the promenade.
By being specific and unique to the very ends of the promenade
they can be used to draw people to explore the whole length of
the promenade.

HOW?

Budget guidance is not required per se for this intervention.
The proposal is about encouraging activities that can play a
part in activating this section of the promenade without creating
disturbance to the seafront local residents.
Other proposals such as the pop-up kiosk facilities providing
equipment hire or the distance markers would facilitate and
enable the proposed activities to become established and flourish.

WHEN?

The timescale proposed is of 1-2 years. This proposal is light touch
and relies on the encouragement and welcoming of the detailed
activities, therefore it is implementable in the short term.

NEW SOFT
LANDSCAPING

43

1. New soft landscaping
using native species to
the seaside climate will
provide interest and
colour while reducing
maintenance
2. Reference map.
3. Examples of native
planting that can
provide interest and
colour
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WHAT?

Similarly to the North Promenade, new soft landscaping
is also proposed along the South Promenade to bring
renewed attractiveness.
Seaside climate friendly planting will soften the hard
landscaping bring colour, texture and interest to be enjoyed
by the promenade’s users.

WHERE?

On the South Promenade section, it is proposed that new
soft landscaping is implemented along existing green areas.
A collaboration with and between owners of these areas
can create a unified approach.
The proposed soft landscaping proposed for the South
Promenade aims to reflect and respect the peaceful and
quieter quality of this part of the promenade.

HOW?

This is a small scale budget project, for planting suitable to
coastal areas that does not require drainage.

WHEN?

It is suggested that this strategy is implemented at the
same time new soft landscaping is planted on the North
Promenade.
Therefore the timescale proposed is of 2-5 years.

VIEWING
VANTAGE POINTS

62

1. Viewing vantage points
as ‘lightweight’ structures,
enabling a new, elevated
point of view towards the
coast and the sea.
2. Reference map.
3. Examples of different
types of viewing points
located in the UK and
abroad.
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WHAT?

To mark both ends of the mile long promenade and in the
same manner as the top end of the North Promenade,
a landmark intervention is proposed in the form of a viewing
vantage point at the very end of the South Promenade.
An elevated structure, ‘lightweight’ and no more than 4m in
height, enables viewers to look down the coast and explore
the seaviews from an elevated perspective.

WHERE?

This intervention creates two focal points marking the very
ends of both the North and the South promenade. By
celebrating the views and being unique to the two ends of
the promenade, they can encourage people to explore
the whole length of the promenade, from end to end,
and experience a sequence of proposed interventions
inbetween.

HOW?

This is a medium scale budget project.
Their design could be sought through an architecture/
art design competition bringing renewed interest and
marketing to Withernsea. The structures could also be
sponsored by local businesses.

WHEN?

Timescale proposed is 5+ years.
This intervention can be part of the longer timescale strategy
for the renewal of the promenade.

8.0 DELIVERY STRATEGY / FUNDING
DELIVERY STRATEGY
The mile long promenade provides a great infrastructure for the enjoyment of the sea, and as
such it is a great starting point. The Improvement Plan project has enabled the understanding
that the promenade lacks and has lacked points of interests, focal elements and soft
infrastructure that can help activate the promenade throughout the year, during the day
as well as night. A delivery strategy for the Improvement Plan has been devised based on a
series of interventions, spanning various scales - small, medium and large – that can provide a
variety of activities to spark interest and engagement by different users. The promenade is to
come alive by encouraging different activities to be enjoyed by all, residents and visitors alike,
all together and become an intergenerational space for the enjoyment of all users.
Therefore the Improvement Plan for Withernsea Promenade has been developed and
devised on interventions based on concepts that are not yet fully formed to allow: the Plan
to be flexible and adaptable so to remain valid and useful throughout the ever changing
requirements and availability of funding; and to aid further opportunities of co-design and
collaboration with the Withernsea community as the proposed interventions will come to be
defined and implemented.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
The approach implemented for the delivery strategy of the Improvement Plan has been
purposely based on ideas, concepts and proposals that can allow delivery at various cost
scales: small, medium and large so to maximise the opportunities of finding and obtaining
suitable funding.
For smaller scale proposals, local and regional funding will provide viable avenues worth
exploring and EYRC will be best placed to know of them and secure them. Grants are
available from Star People, who can provide a package of funding to support local
community entrepreneurs. This type of funding could be ideal for projects like the popup kiosks by initially testing a prototype, as described in the project page. Other funding
opportunities may also sit within the East Riding High Street Fund. At a local scale, Withernsea
Big Local funding may also be available to fund some elements of the Improvement Plan.
For larger scale projects that require higher budgets, national funding streams could be
investigated together with a combination of local and regional as well as private investments:
- Arts Council
- Heritage Lottery Fund
- Oral History Society (to record the knowledge and stories of Withernsea) under HLF funding
- National Lottery investments from Sport England: viable stream for proposed interventions
such as outdoor gym and play areas.
- Awards for All: a Lottery grants programme that funds small, community-based projects
across the UK
- Key Fund (regional level): providing flexible grants, loans and equity packages for social
enterprises
- Not forgetting possible opportunities to tap into Hull City of Culture 2017 and for Withernsea
to be part of the events programme, such as the light art installation proposal along the
promenade.

9.0 POSTSCRIPT
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9.1 BUILDING ON COLLABORATION
The process and methodology implemented in the Improvement Plan project
was strongly based on collaboration and co-design with the local community.
A series of workshops, focus groups with key stakeholders, together with a
public consultation held on Withernsea Promenade and a visitors’ questionnaire
became the fundamentals of the design process and propositions of ideas and
interventions.
This approach enabled the development of a strong collaboration and dynamic
between the consultants (Bauman Lyons Architects), the Client group and
Withernsea local community groups and residents. The Improvement Plan has
thus benefitted from a positive and inclusive approach to design which has
strengthened the Plan and enabled all involved to be part of it and to have
ownership of it.
The foundations established with regard to co-design and collaboration are
there to be taken forward to the implementation and delivery of the Plan.
The tools and methods used and shared throughout this initial process can
continue to be implemented to develop, finalise and deliver the proposed
interventions.
Bauman Lyons Architects hope to have provided a suitable collaborative
methodology toolkit to ERYC and W&SEHRP for its further implementation with
the local community.

9.2 BRANDING & IDENTITY
As mentioned at the very beginning Withernsea has two great assets: the
seafront and the community. They form its distinctive identity and provide the
foundations for the regeneration of the promenade and of the town.
A greater chance of success for Withernsea lies in a tailor made approach:
enhancing and building on what is there already. This includes building on
existing initiatives, integrating the aspirations of existing wider strategies and
enhancing and promoting the town’s unique assets - the Promenade (and its
Improvement Plan) being one.
A workshop held with key stakeholders that looked at co-creating a new Vision
for Withernsea Promenade provided the basis for a renewed and strengthened
identity not only for the promenade but also for the town. Withernsea has a
beautiful coast and there will always be a market for visitors who are interested
in exploring authentic places.
The Improvement Plan for Withernsea Promenade aspires to bring renewed
identity to the promenade and the town, and branding will play a key role
in delivering this and making it a success. The project undertaken for the
Improvement Plan has enabled everyone involved to re-discover and celebrate
the natural, quiet seascape together with man-made additions that can
enhance the offer for residents and visitors alike and provide seasonal variety
with a very unique offer achieved over time and within the available means.
Landmarks and assets such as the Promenade, the Lighthouse and the incredibly
rich summer programme of festivals can and should play a part in the renewed
branding of Withernsea.
It suggested that branding could become a project in itself, with the assistance
of creative individuals that can facilitate the process similarly to the co-design
approach already taken.
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